
Wilkinson Primary School – Spring Term Curriculum Overview 

Year Group T42’s Nursery Reception 

Topic Title Around the World with Early Years 

Stories 

Fidgety Fish, We’re Going On a Bear Hunt, The Tiger Who 
Came to Tea, Traditional Tales, Postman Bear, Say Hello to 
the Snowy Animals, The Chinese New Year Story, How To 
Make A Pizza, The Hungry Caterpillar, The Easter Story 

 

The Gruffalos Child, Snowy Bear, Chinese New Year Story, 
Handa Surprise, Treasures in the Garden, Little Acorns, The 

Easter Story 

Up, Up and Away, The Big Fuzzy, The Story of Chinese 
New Year, Lola’s Fandango, Hamlet, Rumble in the Jungle, 

The Easter Story 

Communication and Language 

Learning new games and rules 
Talking about our families 
Listening to stories and audio book 
To use commentary during play and sentence stems (e.g. It 
feels/looks/sounds like…/It is the same/different because…) 
Looking at/talking about our homework 
Watching videos of different places/celebrations 
Talking about our emotions/feelings 
Following instructions to make different recipes 
 
 

Using more complex sentences 
Listening to and following two part instructions 
Building sentences around small world scenarios  
Feely bag- describing different textures 
Using How, What and Where questions 
Building sentences and vocabulary through photographs/stories 
Explaining what you are doing and why (using “because”) 
Use the language of comparing and contrasting 
Discussing similarities/differences between two items 
Discussing and using the language of prepositions  

Whole class/small group story sessions 
Using full sentences to explain and describe. 
Listen and look at e-books on the interactive board 
Listen to stories and discuss events/characters/settings 
Looking at and discussing famous UK landmarks. 
Describing woodland creatures using adjectives. 
Story sequencing. 
Discussing global warming and how we can take care of our planet. 
Looking at and discussing different places of worship. 
Why do we celebrate Chinese New Year? 
Learning simple Spanish vocabulary/Spanish song 
Discussing healthy eating and our favourite fruits. 
Describing African animals using adjectives. 
Listening to and talking about Jungle sound effects. 
Show understanding of prepositions 
Learning The Easter Story 

Physical Development 

To follow instructions to make different movements 
Using outdoor equipment to climb (gross motor skills) 
Balance using large outdoor equipment 
Using PE apparatus in different ways (e.g. climbing, shuffling) 
Chinese Dragon dancing 
Fine motor activities (e.g. threading/using play dough) 
Playing with noodles for Chinese New Year 
Food tasting- What do you like/dislike? 
Cutting and fine motor skills 
Exploring movement and dancing 
Pancake/ egg and spoon races 
Make/eat pancakes with different toppings 
Ball games (kicking and throwing) 
Exploring movement through tunnels  
Independence with self-care (e.g. toilet/handwashing/clothing) 
School walks 
Outdoor Easter egg hunt 
 

Independence with self-care (getting changed for PE) 
Fine motor activities 
Using outdoor equipment for balancing 
Using outdoor apparatus to climb, balance and jump 
Arctic Yoga and meditation  
Gymnastics: basic rolls and movement 
Cutting skills 
Cooking/tasting Chinese food 
Chinese Dragon dancing 
Blow painting to create different animal prints 
Ball skills: throwing and catching 
Moving in a variety of ways 
Moving and balancing in different ways 
Complete an obstacle course 
Dancing to different types of music 
Making Indian sweets 
Stretching, safety and changes to body during exercise 
Parachute games 
Moving avoiding obstacles 

Exploring travelling in different ways (e.g. running, skipping, hopping). 
Learning about direction of travel. 
Using indoor PE apparatus in different ways (e.g. climbing, jumping). 
Using outdoor apparatus to climb, balance and jump 
Racing team games 
Ball skills: throwing and catching 
Bat and ball skills 
Exploring a variety of traditional dances in preparation for our learning 
outcome.  
Tasting a range of healthy foods from different cultures. 
Outdoor Easter egg hunt 
 
 
 
  

Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

Settling in activities- getting to know our teachers and peers 
Circle Time discussions 
Playing games with friends: Taking turns 
Talking about different places/religions 
Mindfulness activities 
Working as a team  
What’s your favourite food? 
Taking turns to give out milk/fruit and snack 
My Turn, Your Turn modelling 
 

Circle Time discussions 
What did you see on the way to school? 
What animals live in cold climates? 
How do people celebrate Chinese New Year? 
Where is Africa? What is the weather like? 
Learning about animals that live in Africa 
Where is India? What is the weather like? 
Who is important to you and why? 
Where was your favourite place to visit? 
 
 

Circle Time discussions 
What was your favourite Christmas present/food? 
Do you have any pets? Would you like a pet? 
What are you most proud of? 
How are you different to your friends? Why is it good to be different? 
Learning about people who help us in school, at home and in the 
community.  
New Year’s Resolutions: What do you want to learn? 
Introducing ourselves in Spanish. 
What is your favourite celebration and why? 
What is your favourite animal and why? 



 How can we be kind to our friends? 
Where was your favourite place to visit? 
How do we celebrate Easter?  
Turn taking: How to play games and consider others feelings 

Literacy Development 

Making party invitations/cards 
Mark making using a range of natural resources 
Designing Mehndi patterns on hands 
Chinese symbol mark making 
Listening and joining in with stories/rhymes 
Exploring different types of books 
Reading outside 
Make marks in a range of media 
Design a flag 
Fine motor activities 
Share a book independently with an adult/Choose favourite book 
 
 

Logo Matching 
Acting out stories with props 
Reading stories and answering questions 
Labelling animal pictures 
Writing initial sounds 
Chinese symbol mark making 
Writing postcards 
Exploring a range of books from around the world 
Observational drawings 
Letter writing 
Card Writing 
Mark-making in a range of media 
Fine Motor: Using tweezers 
Sequencing the Easter story 

Thank you letters to Santa. 
Labelling Weather on a map of the UK. 
Antarctic animal fact file. 
Antarctic scenery description.  
Description of a Chinese dragon. 
Story sequencing: The Story of Chinese New Year 
Write Dance to Spanish music. 
Writing a fruit punch recipe. 
Shakespeare Writing (Hamlet) 
Rhyming- Rumble in the Jungle 
My favourite place to visit was… 
Writing Easter card inserts 

Maths Development 

Introducing King One from Ten Town 
Singing Ten Town songs and rhymes 
Play Ten Town games 
Recognising numbers in the environment 
Counting out objects from a group 
Colour pattern paper weaving 
Matching and categorising objects 
Using shape cutters for our pancakes 
Exploring money/coins/shop role play 
Make a shopping list 
Identifying shapes outside 
Daily routine sequencing 
Counting children during circle time 
Mark-making numbers 
Number Nursery Rhymes and songs 
Easter egg hunt 
 
 
 
 
 

Singing Ten Town songs and rhymes 
Play Ten Town games 
Re-cap previous Ten Town numbers 
Identifying numbers in the indoor/outdoor environment 
Finding shapes in the environment 
Matching numeral to quantity 
Number formation practise 
Making arrangements with shapes 
Categorising objects according to shape/size 
Constructing using shapes 
Representing numbers using fingers, marks on paper or pictures 
Using the language of size 
Sequencing events/daily routine 
Sharing/counting out 
Finding different ways to make a number 
Finding sets of 2 
Creating and describing patterns 
Creating simple number sentences 
 
 

Number bonds to 5 using a part part whole. 
Number bonds to 5 using a 5 frame. 
Comparing weight using scales. 
Counting and comparing groups to 10. 
Combining two groups to find the total using counting objects. 
Number bonds to 10 using a 10 frame. 
Number bonds to 10 using a part part whole. 
Spatial awareness (using positional language). 
2D shapes 
3D shapes 
Solving addition number sentences.  
Consolidation 
Reasoning 
Explore, Can you show me/prove…?, Can you explain your reasoning? 
What would happen if…?, prove that… 
Teach your friend… 
Can you show me another way...? 
Are you able to show me that…? 
Can you draw…? 
Explore the features of the shapes… 
Why is that correct? 

Understanding the World 

Using the interactive board (Purple Mash) 
Decorating cakes 
Snow/Ice small world tuff tray 
Chinese New Year sensory tray 
Explore new objects and their function 
Planting herbs  
Making/tasting pancakes 
Exploring the outdoor area/wildlife/minibeasts  
Learn about Artic animals 
Water play outside 
Learning about African animals 
 
 
 
 

Discussing important events 
Using the interactive board (Purple Mash) 
Sense tough tray 
Notice and describe features of the environment 
Using the iPads to take photographs 
Using BeeBots 
Watch videos about Arctic animals 
Ice exploration 
Looking at solids and liquids 
Different job roles. 
Who is important to you and why? 
Learning about Chinese New Year celebrations 
Identifying different places on Google Maps 
Learning about African animals 
Water play outside 
Dressing up/role-play activities 
Different small world tuff trays 
Exploring different cultures clothing 
Exploring similarities/differences between places 
Create a Rangoli pattern using ICT 
Pack a suitcase to visit your favourite place 

Going on a make believe plane journey to explore different countries 
around the world (using videos on the IWB). 
Learning about the 4 nations of the United Kingdom and the 
surrounding seas. 
Simple coding skills (Cubetto) 
Walking around the school rounds and describing what we see, hear, 
smell and feel. 
Comparing the UK and Antarctica. 
Exploring changes in states of matter by melting ice to retrieve a key. 
Learning about litter and global warming and how we can protect the 
planet. 
Discussing how New Year is celebrated in different cultures. 
Learning about Chinese New Year. 
Learning about the life cycle of a tomato plant. 
Comparing life in Spain and the UK. 
Learning about the life cycle of a butterfly.  
Discussing wildlife conservation in the Amazon Rainforest. 
Comparing modern holidays to holidays in the past. 
Learning about different places of worship. 
Talking about our families and friends. 
Discussing similarities and differences between us and our families and 
friends.  



Expressive Arts and Design 

Jump start Jonny (Dance) 
Junk modelling 
Imaginative role-play 
Design a cupcake/Making biscuits 
Exploring music from around the world 
Singing Nursery Rhymes 
Watercolour painting 
Chinese New Year dragon art/Chinese lanterns 
Dragon dancing 
Painting whilst listening to music 
Collage a Rainbow Fish  
Design and make a crown 
Mother’s Day craft session 
Easter bonnet parade 
Decorating an Easter Egg 
 

House Drawing 
Create sounds by banging, shaking, tapping or blowing 
Imaginative role-play 
Igloo construction 
Listening/dancing to different types of music 
Tap out simple repeated rhythms 
Collaging different animals 
Chinese dragon painting 
Creating Valentines cards 
Exploring African instruments 
Exploring rhyme and music 
Using large blocks and imaginative play to go on safari. 
Creating rangoli patterns 
Junk modelling 
Splat painting outside 
Making cake case flowers (scissor skills) 
Printing with paint and different items 
Easter crafts 

Decorating fairy doors. 
Collaging UK landmarks. 
Building UK landmarks using construction materials.  
Creating Union Jack bunting to decorate the classroom. 
Cutting out shapes to make snowflakes. 
Painting using ice cubes. 
Creating glitter pictures. 
Using junk modelling materials to create igloos. 
Creating winter tree pictures using paint and cotton wool. 
Colour mixing and painting a Chinese dragon. 
Making and decorating Chinese lanterns. 
Mark making using chalk. 
Decorating a Spanish fan. 
Creating Picasso style self-portraits. 
Making maracas using plastic cups, pasta and card. 
Sponge painting to create animal patterns. 
Creating African drums using junk modelling materials. 
Creating large flag collages in groups. 
Making Easter cards. 
Exploring and playing different musical instruments. 
Dancing to music from different cultures.  
Taking part in an African drumming session.  
Using Charanga to listen to and appraise music. 
Playing percussion instruments to the beat of well-known nursery 
rhymes. 
Performing in an Around the World show for our topic outcome. 

Learning Outcomes 

To create a Rainbow Fish to showcase to people who are 
important to us 

To create “Around the World” artwork to be displayed 
across the school. Ask the School’s Art Team to come 

and look at the finished pieces  
 

To create an “Around the World” show and exhibition 
to be posted on the school website.  

 

Visits/Visitors 
N/A N/A  

N/A 
 

 


